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Tracking surgical kits

Device provides location data ey maRY MACDONALD | Contributing Writer

REAL-TIME ANALYTICS and tracking of surgical kits used
in orthopedic procedures is what QMed Innovations Inc.
has become known for. The business, based in Middletown,
combines software with a device that allows medical de-

their kits are located.

The system, called Quest track-
ing, is an internet-connected tech-
nology that allows manufacturers
to optimize their assets, reduce the
number of lost kits and direct them
to where they are most needed, ac-
cording to company officials.

Victor Nunes, the principal
owner and founder, said his 10-em-
ployee company is concentrating
now on orthopedic companies that
produce both implants and Kkits for
procedures ranging from hip and
knee replacements to soft tissue
corrections.

“Each product from each compa-
ny has its own set of instruments.
What we’re tracing is the instru-
ment Kits,” Nunes said.

The company’s technology
provides live logistical data to its
clients, allowing them to manage
their field-based kits, which need to
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vice manufacturers to track, in almost real time, where

be deployed to hospitals for proce-
dures.

“You can’t perform the surgery
without them,” Nunes said. “These
instruments are not sold; they’re on
loan.”

The Quest tracking product was
recently named a Gold Level award
winner in the 2021 Edison Awards,
recognizing innovation in the
tracking, logistics and smart solu-
tions category.

The product is the first asset-
tracking solution that can with-
stand the high temperatures and
pressure of the autoclave steril-
ization process, according to the
company.

Nunes created QMed Innova-
tions in Middletown in 2019, after
leaving Johnson & Johnson. He
located the business in Rhode Is-
land “because Ilive here,” he said,
laughing.
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KEEPING TABS: Victor Nunes, founder
and principal owner of QMed Innovations
Inc. in Middletown, showcases the com-
pany’s Quest tracking product, which
uses internet-connected technology to
provide location data so manufacturers
can keep track of their surgical kits

that are used in orthopedic procedures.
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The company’s location, near
Massachusetts, has afforded him
an opportunity to recruit from both
states. Most of his employees live in
Rhode Island, with a few commut-
ing from the Bay State.

The company is providing a
logistical service for companies
and medical device manufacturers
that have to keep tabs on surgical
kits that are in circulation, he said,
so they can schedule a surgery ap-
propriately.

Companies such as Johnson &
Johnson, he said, can be respon-
sible for tens of thousands of Kits.
This makes the tracking process
seamless.

The technology uses an internet-
connected device and a sophisticat-
ed algorithm, which transmits once
a day to cloud-based software. The
customer can then access this data.

“It tells them where everything
is, every day,” Nunes said. “They
need to know so they can plan the
next surgery.” m
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